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ways; on an industry basis, in which the indexes are prepared for individual 
industries and aggregated for groups of industries; and on a commodity basis, in 
which indexes are prepared for individual commodities and aggregated for groups 
of commodities, "Industry selling price indexes" for manufacturing industries are 
the principal industry-classified indexes available in Canada, The "general 
wholesale index" is a commodity-classified index. 

Industry setting price indexes: manufacturing. Indexes of the selling prices of 
some 120 individual industries classified to manufacturing in the Standard 
Industrial Classification are produced and published monthly. In addition, indexes 
are available for major groups of manufacturing industries and for all 
manufacturing. 

The indexes measure the change through time of prices received by 
manufacturers for their products. Prices reflected in the index are f,o,b, 
manufacturing establishment, excluding taxes levied on manufacturers' sales. 
The items and weights in the current indexes are based on manufacturers' 
shipments in 1971, The composite index for manufacturing is presented in Table 
21,19, for the years 1957-76, 

The general wholesale index includes mainly manufacturers' prices but also 
incorporates prices of wholesalers, assemblers of primary products, and agents 
and operators of other types of commercial enterprise which trade in commodities 
of a type, or in quantities, characteristic of primary marketing functions. Prices are 
grouped according to a commodity classification scheme based on chief 
component material similarities. Indexes classified according to degree of 
manufacture are also available. In Table 21,20, the general wholesale index is 
presented for the period 1953-76, This index is used as a conventional summary 
figure against which to observe the behaviour of particular price groups such as 
farm products, industrial materials and building materials, for which separate 
price indexes have been constructed. 

World wholesale price indexes. Comparisons of Canadian wholesale price indexes 
with those of other countries for the years 1973-75 are given in Table 21,21, 

Price indexes of selected capital goods 21.3.3 
This section covers price indexes currently available for inputs into residential and 
non-residential building construction, completed new houses, highway construc­
tion, engineering construction, and machinery and equipment purchased by the 
construction and forestry industries. 

Residential and non-residential building construction indexes. Price indexes of 
residential and non-residential building construction are base-weighted input 
indexes of materials and labour. They are presented in Table 21,22 for the years 
1966-75 on the 1971 base. The indexes for residential construction are published 
in more detail in Table 21,23, Indexes are available for the total inputs of material 
and labour for five regions within Canada, and are also calculated for the inputs 
into individual trades in residential construction. 

Since the building material prices in these indexes reflect price movements 
on purchasers' markets they contain sales tax changes. The wage rate component, 
from 1971 forward, is derived mainly from surveys of agreements conducted by 
the Canadian Construction Association for construction trades in various centres; 
these are base rates which reflect union scale or collective agreements. The 
combined indexes of materials and wage rates do not necessarily reflect changes 
in the price of construction output since they do not take account of changes in 
profit margins or in productivity but instead concentrate only on the prices of the 
inputs. 

New housing price indexes. These are base-weighted Laspeyres type indexes of 
builders' selling prices, measuring pure price change for work put-in-place and 
land for new residential construction. Monthly market selling prices agreed 
between builder and buyer in purchase contracts are reported monthly. In the 


